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Agricultural Stewardship Association news
Spring10

20 Years of Conservation Success
ASA turns 20 this spring and thanks to you, we have a lot to celebrate. Together, we have 
conserved 10,700 acres of productive farmland on 73 properties throughout Washington 
and Rensselaer counties and have many more exciting projects in the works.
We owe our success and gratitude to a forward-thinking 
community of supporters—from the visionary founders who 
recognized the risk of development pressure on farmland, to 
the landowners who make the important decision to protect 
their land, to the many people who respect the area’s agri-
cultural roots and character, and appreciate the contributions 
farmers make to our community. 

Thankfully, the number of landown-
ers who want to protect their land is 
growing, giving us a wonderful opportu-
nity to protect enough working farms to 
ensure that fresh, locally grown food will 
always be available for your table. But to 
guarantee a vibrant future for farming in 
our community, we need your help now.

Food for Our Future

In Washington and Rensselaer Counties we are blessed with 
high quality soils, sufficient rainfall, knowledgeable farm-
ers, and a strong agricultural infrastructure. More and more 
farmers are taking advantage of growing consumer interest in 
fresh, local food and agritourism. All of this adds up to future 
economic opportunities for our region—provided that we 

conserve the land needed to keep those farms intact. 
In today’s weakened economy many local farmers are strug-

gling. For some, losing their livelihood means making tough 
choices about their land. For those families who choose conser-
vation, ASA works hard to personally tailor the conservation 
options to the goals of the landowner, the attributes of the land, 

and the availability of funding. 

Farmland Forever— 
the Next 20 Years

Help us celebrate our conservation suc-
cess and meet some of the farmers we’ve 
assisted at a special 20th Anniversary 
Barbeque on June 20th at the Wash-
ington County Fairgrounds. We have a 
lineup of great local bands and plenty of 
barbeque and fun for the whole family.

As we launch the next twenty years, please continue to 
support our work, come to our events to see the lands you’ve 
helped protect, and spread the message of farmland conserva-
tion to your family, friends and neighbors. Most importantly, 
if you are not already, become a member of ASA. If you are a 
member—thank you! 

ASA has spent 20 years 
working one-on-one with 
farmers and their families 

in ways that honor the 
heritage of each farm and 

ensure its legacy.
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Local farms are  
vital to our future
The Agricultural Stewardship Association is a non-
profit land trust founded in 1990 by local farmers 
and conservationists to protect land for agricultural 
and forestry uses in Washington and Rensselaer 
counties. Our goal is to make sure that farms and 
forests will continue to be a part of everyone’s lives 
for many generations to come. To date, we have as-
sisted landowners with the conservation of 10,700 
acres of farm and forest land.

ASA receives funding from its members and 
supporters, Castanea Foundation, The Conserva-
tion Fund, the New York Conservation Partnership 
Program (administered by the Land Trust Alliance 
Northeast Program with support from the State of 
New York) and the NYS Department of Agriculture 
and Markets, among others.

Agricultural Stewardship Association

14 Main Street, Suite 100 
Greenwich, NY 12834
ph: 518-692-7285 
fx: 518-692-7720 
asa@agstewardship.org 
www.agstewardship.org

From the Executive Director
There is so much to celebrate and be thankful 
for as spring arrives—the fresh smell of earth 
springing to life and the promise of summer’s 
succulent produce to come. And as ASA cel-
ebrates its 20th anniversary, I am tremendously 
thankful for the enduring community support 
that has nurtured ASA and enabled us to grow 
and offer conservation assistance to so many 
families in our region. We say it often because it 

is so true, we could not do this work without you!
20 years ago we were an all volunteer organization and our dedicated board 

spent hours helping landowners realize their conservation goals by donating 
easements. Today we have a professional staff and while many of our projects 
are still donations, the state, federal and private farmland protection funding 
we have been able to secure has enabled us to work on many more projects and 
expand our work to the southern part of Rensselaer County as well. Your belief 
in our mission and steadfast support has allowed us to achieve this success!

Today, our state’s economy is in trouble, which threatens to slow the pace of 
farmland conservation. We recently asked our members to contact their legisla-
tors and urge them to restore the environmental protection fund (EPF), which 
had been slashed in the governor’s proposed budget. Thank you to the many 
people who did. We were copied on some moving messages by farmers and 
residents alike. It is essential that this funding continue to be a priority in the 
state budget since there are many farmers seeking our assistance whose conser-
vation projects can’t wait.

In the meantime, we are actively seeking new avenues of support and reach-
ing out to more people about the importance of our work. A growing interest 
in locally produced food is helping us make the case that you can’t have local 
food without local farms. According to a recent study by Cornell, with 7.14 
million acres in agricultural production across the state, we are capable of feed-
ing only 21 percent of our current population. At the same time, we are losing 
an estimated 26,000 acres of farmland each year—that’s one farm every three 
days! Every acre we protect today strengthens our agricultural community and 
ensures that there will be land for future generations of farmers as well.

As you read the personal stories behind some of our recently conserved 
farms in this newsletter, I’m sure you will agree that they are shining examples 
of our agricultural heritage and worth protecting. Thanks again for all you’ve 
done to help us get this far. —Teri Ptacek

Perseverance and Community  
Participation Bring Results

Dale Riggs and Don Miles are the 
owners of Stone Wall Hill Farm, home 
to the locally famous farm store known 
as The Berry Patch. The farm produces 
an abundance of berries, vegetables and 
flowers which are sold from the farm 
store and also at the Troy Farmers’ Mar-
ket. The Berry Patch is such a well estab-
lished destination for locals and travelers 
along Route 22, it might surprise some 
to learn that the first berry bushes were 
planted there only 15 years ago. 

When Dale and Don bought the 
original 91 acres of land on Route 22 
in Stephentown, their intention was to 
start a part-time berry operation just 
to generate a little extra income. But 
before long, Dale realized she wanted 
to become a full-time farmer. In just 
a few years, they managed to expand 
the business, build a farm store and 
outgrow their tillable acreage.

Farmers with a Passion  
for Protection

Don and Dale are first generation 
farmers, but they love their land as 
though it had been in the 
family for decades. They 
had both witnessed the loss 
of productive land to de-
velopment while living in 
other states. “We saw land 
gobbled by residential and 
commercial development, 
which is what happens to 
areas where people don’t 
value viable farmland,” 
Dale said. “I would never 
want that to happen to land that 
I had worked and nurtured!”

Their passion for conservation 
combined with the need for more 
land led Dale and Don to make 
their first application for state 

farmland protection funding in 2001. 
They hoped to use the funds to buy the 
neighboring 114 acres of fertile fields. 
However, their project was not selected 
for funding, so in 2003 Don and Dale 
bought the adjacent land at full market 
value, using bank financing. 

If at First You Don’t  
Succeed, Try Again!

Not ready to give up on their conserva-
tion goals, Dale and Don approached 
the Columbia Land Conservancy and 
Rensselaer County for help in prepar-
ing a new grant application. This time 
they focused on the productive core of 
their combined properties: 108 viable 

agricultural acres out of the total of 205  
acres that they owned.

 “We were thrilled.” Dale said, when they 
got the news that they would be funded. But 
two big questions remained: what organization 
would hold the agricultural conservation ease-
ment, and how would the remaining 25 percent 
of project costs be raised? 

Sometimes It Takes a Village… 
To Protect a Farm

The story of Stone Wall Hill Farm’s conserva-
tion is unusual because it involved the combined 

efforts of so many different people and 
organizations. With support from Rens-
selaer County, ASA agreed to manage the 
project and hold the easement, and helped 
The Berry Patch’s own fundraising efforts by 
securing private funds for a portion of the 
remaining costs. Over 100 donors, including 
many customers and employees of The Berry  
Patch, made contributions.

The credit for this project truly belongs to 
the community—because it took 
a whole community of concerned 
people to get it done. We extend 
thanks and congratulations to 
everyone who helped with the 
protection of this well-known farm.

The Berry Patch is Now Permanently Protected
“We saw land gobbled by 
residential and commer-
cial development, which 
is what happens to areas 
where people don’t value 
viable farmland. I would 
never want that to hap-
pen to land that I had 
worked and nurtured.” 

—Dale Riggs, co-owner of 
Stone Wall Hill Farm



The Herringtons raised four children on the farm, and 
worked together in the fields and the barn. Their oldest 
daughter Judy helped by taking care of her younger siblings. 
When Judy needed to summon her mother back to the 
house, she would wave a red rag tied to a broom handle to get 
Jane’s attention across the fields.

Over the years, Robe-Jan’s starter herd of 18 gradually 
grew to 60, requiring an addition to the barn along the way. 
Later, when milk prices dropped and Bob’s health deteriorat-
ed, the Herringtons never considered giving up the farm. Bob 
just figured out how to fit a school bus route into his day’s 
work and kept on farming.

The Case for Conservation

Bob was an avid hunter with a firm belief in conservation, 
whether of wildlife or of the land. His daughter Judy says, “Dad 
saw development eating up good farmland, and it really worried 
him. He would tell us he didn’t want this farm going to building 
lots.” The Herringtons knew of nearby farmers who had pro-
tected their land, and they were determined to do the same.

Robe-Jan Farm has productive soils and is in close prox-
imity to three other conserved farms. ASA was assisted by 
the Town of Schaghticoke, which applied for the state farm-
land protection grant and also provided matching funds to 
complete the purchase of the development rights. ASA now 
holds the easement on the farm.

The Land Lives On

Sadly, Bob Herrington passed away before the conservation 
of the farm could be completed. His wife Jane and their two 
oldest children, Judy and Doug, finalized the permanent pro-
tection of Robe-Jan Farm in January, fulfilling Bob’s wishes 
for the future of the land he cared for so much. 

Determined as ever at age 81, Jane still goes to the barn 
twice a day to see to the chores she’s able to do, like tending 
the calves and washing up the milkers. While Jane and her 
family have decisions to make about the future of their opera-
tion, they are comforted by the certainty that the land itself 
and its future productivity are now permanently protected.
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“Dad saw development eating up good farmland, 
and it really worried him. He would tell us he didn’t 

want this farm going to building lots.” 
—Judy Hoag

A Family Farm Represents a  
Lifetime of Love and Labor

ASA started the year with the conservation of the 120 acre 
Robe-Jan Farm in Schaghticoke. Owners Robert and Jane 
Herrington both grew up on farms, and met as teenagers at 
a country dance. She was 18 and he was 21 when they mar-

ried in 1947 and began saving to buy a farm of their own. Bob worked for other 
farmers and also drove a milk route until they were able to purchase their farm 
in 1957. They named it Robe-Jan to celebrate their love for each other and their 
shared dream of a farm life for their family.

A Tale of Two Farms

Evergreen Farm has been continuously 
managed as a dairy farm by members 
of the Green family since 1848. Fifth 
generation farmer Dave Green began 
expanding the operation in 1990, eventu-
ally almost tripling the size of the herd. 
To support this growth, he sold off about 
300 acres of steep wooded hillsides and 
acquired more arable flat land, resulting 
in a total of about 400 acres. In addition, he began leasing land 
from his neighbors, the Willbrants, for crop production.

Maple Lane is the 133-acre former dairy farm owned by the 
Willbrant family. Having retired from farming, the Willbrants 
were glad to rent their land to their neighbor Dave, who would 
care for it as if it were his own. They hoped that he might buy it 
someday, because they preferred to keep it in farming and knew 
he’d take good care of it.

Farmland Protection Helps  
Everyone Reach their Goals

It took some creative thinking to come 
up with an idea that would meet the 
objectives of all parties. Working with 
Rensselaer County, ASA secured state 
farmland protection funding, as well as a 
match from a private donor, to purchase 
the development rights on both farms at 
the same time. 

The sale of the development rights on Evergreen Farm gave 
Dave the revenue he needed to purchase Maple Lane from the 
Willbrants. He now has the security of owning this piece of 
fertile land which provides critical support for his dairy opera-
tion. The Willbrants were pleased to sell their farm to a good 
neighbor who appreciates its value as farmland. Furthermore, 
the Willbrants have been granted a life estate, so these two 
families can go right on being neighbors.

Lifelong Neighbors Cooperate  
to Protect Their Land
Collaboration between neighboring families has resulted in the conservation 
of two outstanding farms on the banks of the Hoosic River in Petersburgh. 
Currently supporting a dairy operation, the 516 protected acres include high 
quality river bottom soils capable of growing a great diversity of crops. These 
farms are the first of five contiguous farms being conserved along the Hoosic 
River corridor in northeastern Rensselaer County.

“The proceeds from  
conserving my farm  

allowed me to acquire  
additional land for my 

dairy operation and at the 
same time help my neigh-
bors in their retirement.”

—Dave Green, Evergreen Farm
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ASA thanks Sean 
Quinn and Jim Ruhl for 
their dedicated service

Sean Quinn grew 
up on a farm in 
the Finger Lakes 
region of New 
York, where his 
family grew grain 
and milked 100 
cows. Today, he 
and his business 
partner Sandy 
run a state of the 
art heifer facility 
in Easton. Sean 
credits ASA co-
founder Pam Cali 
with instilling in 
him the core be-
lief that “It’s all 
about the land, 

no matter who is farming it.” With his pas-
sion for conservation and deep agricultural 
roots, Sean has been invaluable in helping 
ASA understand agricultural issues. He 
served six years on ASA’s board, four years 
as vice chair. Sean has been instrumental 
in shaping our conservation mission.

Jim Ruhl, an avid hunter, also joined 
ASA’s board with a passion for land 
conservation. His background in political 
science and land use planning, coupled 
with civic experience that includes work 
on the Open Space Plan for Clifton Park, 
has made him a great asset to the organi-
zation. Jim provided leadership and put a 
lot of time and energy into updating ASA’s 
by-laws, an onerous task for which we are 
truly grateful.

ASA also welcomes four  
new members to the 
board this spring
Alyssa J. McClenning hails from our 
agricultural community. Her grandfather 
owned and operated a dairy farm until 
the 1960’s when he started Premier Dairy 
Service, a dairy equipment dealership that 
has now grown to three locations regional-
ly. Alyssa’s background is in politics, mar-
keting and communications. She served 
as a spokeswoman at The White House for 
three years and is currently the director of 
donor relations and events at the Saratoga 
Performing Arts Center. 

Megan Galbraith is the director of 
communications for all 64 campuses 
of the State University of New York and 

comes to us with extensive experience in 
communications and non-profit market-
ing. She grew up in Connecticut and 
settled in Cambridge after marrying a 
local farmer. She appreciates the strong 
values and sense of community our rural 
heritage provides.

Art Brod is owner of Planners East 
Incorporated, a consulting company 
that has provided community and land 
planning, environmental review and 
development advisory services since 
1985. A native of the area and resident 
of Easton, Art has more than 40 years of 
professional experience as a land use and 
development planner and a personal com-
mitment to the sound stewardship of our 
land resources. 

Dave Horn formerly worked locally as 
a dairy veterinarian and is now a business 
development manager for Cargill Animal 
Nutrition in the northeast region. Dave 
was an ASA board member from 2000 
to 2006, serving five years as chair and 
leading us as we transitioned from an 
all volunteer to a professionally staffed 
organization. Dave and his wife Margaret, 
along with their partners Joe and Pam Cali 
and Andy Austin, conserved their farm in 
Easton by donating the development rights 
in 1999. 

Current Officers
Mary Ellen Williams, who has served as 
ASA’s secretary will step up to become 
chair of the board. Seth Jacobs will serve 
as vice chair, Tom Jilek as treasurer and 
Stephan Deibel as secretary.

Thank you, Lucy Danks
Lucy Danks 
is a senior at 
Schuylerville 
Central School 
with a wide range 
of interests and 
activities from 
performing arts 
to all things 

environmental. She volunteered at ASA 
for two months last winter through her 
school’s Career Development Internship 
Program. In addition to undertaking a 
variety of research projects, she was able 
to shadow staff members on stewardship 
visits to several conserved farms. 

We extend our thanks to Lucy, as well 
as best wishes for college.

Let Local Farmland Conservation be Your LegacyChanges to ASA’s Board

“I’m always struck by the beauty of the landscape when driving 
from my home in Saratoga to Vermont. The swath of near con-
tinuous farmland through Washington and Rensselaer counties is 
a rare sight and should be kept that way, not just for the view, but 
also for the land’s basic value as a source of food. Increasingly it is 
important to “eat locally” and not continue the practice of utilizing 
the dwindling supply of petroleum for long distance shipment of 
food. I choose to support ASA’s work by making a legacy gift in 
my will so I can be a part of protecting our farms forever.”

—Barbara Hennig, Saratoga resident and member 
of ASA’s Farmland Forever Legacy Circle

“We donated a conservation 
easement on our forestland 
because we wanted to protect it 
for the future. The initial outlay 
we made for project costs came 
back to us the following year as 
charitable tax deductions and 
property tax credits.”  

—John Underwood, landowner
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Tax Incentives for Donating Conservation Easements

A legacy gift is a meaningful way that you can support 
farmland conservation here in your community for genera-
tions to come. Your gift, in the form of a trust, life insurance, 
property, gift annuity or bequest empowers ASA to protect 
and steward the valuable agricultural resources of our region. 
Years from now, when people enjoy the bounty our farmland 
provides, they will have you to thank.

Please let us know if, like Barbara Hennig, you have in-
cluded ASA in your will or insurance policy. For information 
about legacy giving options, please call our Executive Director, 
Teri Ptacek at 692-7285 
or visit us online at www.

agstewardship.org. 

If you have ever considered donating a conservation easement on your 
working land, like John and Peg Underwood did in 2008, this is the 
perfect time to contact ASA to get your project rolling. 

To get more information about donating a conservation easement, 
please contact Renee or Chris at 692-7285.

Special Thanks
We would like to thank three of our 
members for generously hosting two 
spectacular receptions last summer to 
promote ASA’s farmland conservation 
efforts.  In May, cookbook author and 
restaurateur Suvir Saran, and Charlie 
Burd welcomed guests to their home 
at American Masala Farm in Hebron 
for wine and culinary treats specially 
prepared from local foods. 

In August, Elizabeth Gambee 
Osborn invited guests to her historic 
Eagles Rest Farm in Hebron to stroll 
through the “Gallery in the Garden” 
which featured paintings by local artist 
and farmland chronicler Harry Orlyk. 
The events raised several thousand dol-
lars for farmland conservation, helped 
us make many new friends and were 
wonderfully delicious and beautiful. 

We are also grateful to Harry Orlyk 
for donating a portion of the proceeds 
from the sale of his paintings and to 
Brian Gilchrist, Doug Gruse, Elizabeth 
Huntly, James O’Hearn, Beth Saunders, 
Karen Sheldon, Randy Squires and Jar-
ed Stamm for their help in organizing 
these very special gatherings. And many 
thanks to those who purchased art!



June 5, June 19,  
& July 10 
9:30 a.m. to noon

Farm Animal  
Photography for Kids
For kids ages 8 and up, $20/participant, 
registration required

Learn how to take great photos of your favorite 
farm animals. Photographers Dona Ann McAdams 
and Cliff Oliver will teach kids ages 8 and up the 
fundamentals of photographic composition and 
lighting, and begin to explore photographic tech-
niques, including how to get close to your subject 
(safely!) for that terrific shot. 

This three part series will begin with visits to 
two local farms which ASA helped protect. In our 
final session we will review work from the first two 
outings and choose the best photos from each 
photographer to hang as a special exhibition in 
ASA’s booth at the County Fair. 

The first session will take place on June 5th 
at Tiashoke Farm in Easton where participants 
will photograph young dairy cows and alpacas. 
On June 19th we will be at Elihu Farm in Easton. 
This will be an excellent opportunity to get shots 
of spring lambs in action as well as goslings and 
Rhode Island Red laying hens. 

In our final session on July 10th, teachers will 
help students decide what makes a successful pho-
tograph and choose the best from each participant 
to hang in the exhibit.

Father’s Day, 
Sunday, June 20 

4 to 8 p.m.

ASA’s 20th Anniversary 
Barbecue, Beer and Bands  
Celebration
Washington County Fairground
Tickets go on sale in May
You won’t want to miss the lineup of great music, 
delicious barbecue, and locally brewed beer at 
our 20th anniversary celebration. There will be 
plenty of fun for fathers and families alike with the 
Ternrounders and the Hill Hollow Band performing 
swinging roots Americana and bluegrass music. 
Come and help us mark this milestone of conser-
vation success! 

Wednesday, 
June 23 
6 to 8 p.m.

Farm Pond Management
Hanf property, 311 County  
Route 61, Jackson

Free workshop, registration requested
Have you been dreaming of an idyllic farm pond, or 
pondering what to do about the thick layer of green 
algae that covers your existing pond each summer? 
Joe Driscoll, district manager of Washington County 
Soil & Water Conservation District, will give a twi-
light farm pond management talk on the protected 
Hanf property in Jackson. If you have questions 
about farm pond design, water quality, algae and 
aquatic plant management, fish stocking or any 
other pond related issue, we hope you will join us. 

Saturday,  
June 26
10 a.m. to noon

Walk on the Wild Side 
616 Vly Summit Road, Easton

Free family event, registration requested

Join ASA to find out what’s flying and scurrying 
about on local farmland! We will be sponsoring 
a family-friendly walk on Zaidee Bliss and John 
Shoemaker’s conserved property with naturalist and 
educator Howard Romack to discover some of the 
hidden life that surrounds us. Howard will point 
out, or capture and release, countless creatures liv-
ing in the fields, woods, and water. You might also 
be surprised at the contents of his pockets!

Sunday,  
August 22 
first ride begins at 9 a.m.

Tour de Farm: Saratoga  
Battlefield Landscapes
Hand Melon Farm pick your own,  
533 Wilbur Ave. Easton

$25/person, $40/family with  
pre-registration; after August 15,  
$30/person, $45/family 

Tour de Farm is a supported bike ride organized by 
ASA and Saratoga PLAN to bring people through the 
farmland that serves as a backdrop for the Saratoga 
National Historical Park. It features two routes, a 
15-mile loop and a longer 35-mile route. Both rides 
begin at Hand Melon Farm, a fruit and vegetable 
operation and pass a number of farms which have 
been protected. The longer ride crosses the Hudson 
in Stillwater, stops at the Battlefield, and returns 
north through Schuylerville. 

Saturday,  
September 25
9 a.m. to noon

Painting the Landscape  
with Virginia McNeice  
and Pat McEvoy
59 Sherman Lane, Buskirk
Adult program, $20/person, registration 
required, limited to 20 participants 
Master painters Virgina McNeice and Pat McEvoy 
will teach you how to choose your composition, 
and share tips and techniques from their long 
experience as landscapes painters. The class will 
be held outside the historic barns of Nipmoose 
overlooking the panoramic West Hoosick Hills. The 
barns were restored by The Persistence Founda-
tion, which has partnered with ASA on a number 
of conservation projects in the West Hoosick Hills 
area. Participants should have some experience 
and bring their own materials.

Saturday,  
October 9–11
Landscapes for Landsake,  
9th Annual Art Exhibition
OPENING RECEPTION 

October 9, 3 to 6 p.m. 
GALLERY HOuRS 

October 10 & 11, Noon to 4 p.m.
Maple Ridge, 172 State Route 372, Coila
$5 admission

ASA’s Landscapes for Landsake art exhibition 
features works by artists that celebrate the land-
scapes created by our working farms. Now in its 
ninth year, the show is a mainstay of the com-
munity calendar, attracting over 1,000 attendees 
during the course of Columbus Day weekend. Evan 
Wilson of Hoosick, an artist who has been painting 
for nearly forty years, will curate this year’s show. 
Fifty percent of the proceeds from art sales benefit 
ASA’s farmland conservation program.

Saturday,  
October 23
1 to 3 p.m.

Hooskip Dairy Farm Tour
Hooskip Farm,  
Indian Massacre Road, Petersburgh

Free family event, registration requested
ASA and the Rensselaer Land Trust team up to offer 
a tour of the 100-cow Hooskip Farm dairy opera-
tion, run by the McMahon family. This stunning 
716-acre farm straddles the Vermont border at the 
foot of the Taconics. It is located along the Hoosic 
River and its northeast corner contains Skiparee 
Mountain, hence the name Hooskip. The McMa-
hons have conserved 317 acres in Vermont with the 
Vermont Land Trust and will protect the remaining 
345 acres in New York with ASA in 2010. This is a 
great opportunity to see a small, family-owned dairy 
farm in an absolutely beautiful landscape. 

Make a Connection  
with the Land
ASA is pleased to offer a variety of programs and events that give you and your fam-
ily the opportunity to visit properties you’ve helped conserve and see firsthand what 
makes them so special.
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Upcoming  
Events & 
Programs
5/27 Intro to Wild 
Mushroom Identification

6/5, 8/7 & 9/18 
Mushroom Foraging

6/5, 19 & 7/10  
Farm Animal  
Photography  
for Kids

6/20 ASA’s 20th 
Anniversary Barbeque

6/23 Farm Pond 
Management

6/26 Walk on the 
Wild Side

8/22 Tour de Farm

9/25 Painting the 
Landscape

10/9-11 Landscapes 
for Landsake

10/23 Hooskip 
Dairy Farm Tour

Recent Events 
and Programs
ASA teamed up with the South-
ern Adirondack Audubon Society 
in February to host a bird watch-
ing tour of the Washington 
County Grassland Important 
Bird Area. Participants learned 
about some of the birds this area 
sustains and why protecting their 
habitat is critical. We had a real 
treat when Bob Yunick, a licensed 
bander for the DEC, showed us 
a red-tailed hawk he’d caught for 
banding that morning.

Expert mycologist Sue Van 
Hook gave an in-depth lecture on 
how to identify wild mushrooms 
this past March. Sue will be 
hosting a series of foraging trips 
to conserved properties that will 
take place on Saturdays from 10 
a.m. until noon on June 5th, August 

7th and September 18th on proper-
ties to be announced. If you are 
interested in attending these 
walks we will be offering another 
introductory lecture on May 27th 
at the Arts Center in Troy. For 
details go to our webpage or call 
Meegan at 692-7285.

John and Peg Underwood 
hosted a tour of their sugar-
ing and saw mill operation in 
Hebron. They have been mak-
ing syrup for years in a beautiful 
sugar shack which was hand built 
using timber from their own 
woodlot. They donated an ease-
ment on their property in 2008.

For more information, directions and registration for all of 

these events, visit www.agstewardship.org or call Meegan at 692-7285.



Thank You. Your Support Makes Farmland Protection Happen.

Foundations
Anonymous (2) 
Castanea Foundation 
Gordon Foundation 
Land Trust Alliance 
Nordlys Foundation, Inc. 
The Conservation Fund

Government
Natural Heritage Trust 
New York State Agriculture  
 & Markets New York State  
 Conservation Partnership  
 Program* 
Rensselaer County 
Saratoga-Washington  
 on the Hudson Partnership 
Town of Schaghticoke 
Washington County

Cream of the Crop
Anonymous (1) 
Agamora Farm a division 
 of Beech Hill Farms
Noel and Judy Hanf 
Al and Debora Klein 
Mark and Quimby Mahoney

Benefactors
Anonymous (3) 
Matthew Bender IV 
Veronique de La Bruyere 
Gina, Stephan and Ajanta Deibel 
Alexander and Wynn Ewing 
Philip Gitlen and Melody 
 Mackenzie 
Juniper Farm 

William Ralston and  
 Joan Bleikamp 
Reynolds Real Estate 
James R. and Gretchen D. Ruhl 
Robert Taylor

Steward
Randall Adams 
Alan Brown Realty 
Don and Tracey Boyd 
Nancy and Alan Brown 
Cindy Carway 
Dickinson & Company CPAs 
First Pioneer Farm Credit 
Barbara Hennig 
Joan and By Lapham 
LaVelle & Finn, LLP 
Lemoncello Alpaca Farm 
Josh Levy and Julie Simms 
Ruth Leys and Michael Fried 
Bliss and Robbie McIntosh 
New Minglewood Farm 
Ed Pelz 
Planners East Incorporated 
Lisa Randles and Remus Preda 
Premier Dairy Service LLC 
Teri Ptacek 
Tim and Lisa Smith 
Anne Van Ingen 
Washington County  
 Cooperative Insurance 
Bob and Carolee Webster 
Londa Weisman and  
 Sidney Knafel 
Mary Ellen Williams 
Anne and Ethan Winter 
Stuart and Jessica Ziehm

 

Sustaining
Anonymous (3)
Hugh Amoroso – Triple I Farms 
Gail Anderson and Dan Dudek 
Judy Anderson 
Andrew Beers and Elizabeth Meer 
Renee Bouplon 
Jonathan and Judith Bridge
Joe and Sally Brillon 
Allan Brock 
Garrett and Kelly Brown 
C.L. King & Associates 
Gene and Jean Ceglowski 
John Cogan, MD 
Ralph Lee and Casey Compton 
Concra Appraisal Assoc 
Harold and Druscilla Craig 
Ken and Nancy Crosby 
W. Marvin Day 
Ron and Judy DeWitt 
Rebecca Dietzel 
Dill Abstract Company 
Janet Britt and John Dojka 
Bill Eberle 
Gerard and Anna Falotico 
Glens Falls National Bank  
 and Trust Company 
Jeff Goodell and  
 Michele Owens 
Diana Goodwin and  
 Michael Cohen 
Ari and Diana Gradus 
Granville Veterinary Service 
Frederic C. Guile 
Carol Hand 
John S. Hand 
Tom Hazelton 
Dave and Margaret Horn 
Field Horne 

Ruth A. Ihne 
KC Consulting 
Kenyon Hill Farm 
Christopher and Adrienne Kimball 
Judith Kleinberg and Ivan Kazen 
Carol and Ron Kuhr 
Jeannine Laverty 
Lederer-Barnes Family 
Mitch and Doris Levinn 
Martinez Family Realty, LLC 
Senator Roy McDonald 
Rich and Kathy Moses 
 /Moses Farm 
North Bennington Variety 
Old Mill Apiaries 
Cindy and Jack Parillo 
Ron Renoni and Naomi Meyer 
Barney Rubenstein and  
 Sandra Scroggins 
Dave and Arlene Sampson 
Sheafe Satterthwaite 
Donald and Donna Skellie 
Skellkill Farms 
Sneeringer, Monahan, Provost,  
 Redgrave Title Agency 
Stirling Brook Farms 
Stone Hill Farm 
Strawberry Fields Farm and  
 Nature Preserve 
William Throop  
Jim and Kay Tomasi 
Fred Tomkins 
Toolite Farms, LLC 
Maria and David Trabka 
Rey Wells 
Ann T. Whalen

ASA would like to express heartfelt gratitude to our wonderful community of supporters.  In these challenging times, your  
generous contributions and the spirit they reflect mean so much to us.  You are simply the best!

The following lists include contributions made between October 16, 2009 and April 16, 2010.  Every effort has been made  
to ensure the accuracy of this information. Please contact us at (518) 692-7285 to note any changes that should be made for the 
next issue of our newsletter.

Supporting
Anonymous (5) 
3-Corner Field Farm 
Andrew Pate Design 
James A. Ballard and  
 Lorraine J. Merghart Ballard 
Benjamin I. Jackson, Logging 
Kathy and John Braico 
Clinton Brock 
Jack and Pam Brownell 
Al and Nancy Budde 
Bill and Cathy Burke 
Elizabeth Call 
Patricia Coon 
Barbara Coughlin and John Fallon 
Clem and MaryDee Crowe 
Deep Roots Holsteins 
Rudolf and Waltraut Deibel 
Jerry and Janet DeLazzero 
Patricia de Man 
Mrs. Nancy C. Downing 
David Ebershoff 
Raymond and Marti Ellermann 
Jon Farbman and Jacqueline  
 West-Farbman 
Cathy Firman 
George E. Foster 
Maryellen Gilroy 
Robert and Rae Gilson 
James and Cheryl Gold 
Mike Goldstein 
Mike and Tanya Goldstein 
George and Carol Green 
Hi Brow Farms, LLC 
David and Nancy Higby 
Hubbell Realty Services 
Reginald H. Kilmer II,  
 Blackhole Hollow Farm 
Michael Kovarik 
Maria and Richard LaTorre 
Evan Lawrence 
Kenneth and Anita Lay 
Long Days Farm 
Joseph and Carol MacDonald 
Mannuccio and Nancy Mannuci 
Gary and Joy McCoola 
Dr. and Mrs. Patrick McCullough 
Laura and John McDermott 
Philip and Rita McIntire 
Margaret Meath 
Terry and Mary Ann Mitchell 
Monks of New Skete 
Charles Moses 
George and Ellen Mulvaney 

Virginia Nicholas 
Richard and Dari Norman 
Mary Obering 
Cathy and Dick Ogden 
Dan and Maryanne Patane 
Patire Chev-Buick Inc. 
Mrs. Pawlick 
Paul E. and Judy Pontiff 
Yvonne Porter 
Linda and Richard Randles 
Random  House, Inc. 
Doug Reed and Peg Winship 
Rimol Greenhouse Systems, Inc. 
Patricia Russell 
Robert Ryan 
Lisa Sack 
Donald Schaefer 
Dottie Schneider 
Schoolhouse Boatworks 
John Shoemaker and Zaidee Bliss 
Tom and Barbara Simoneau 
Sno Kats Snowmobile Club, Inc. 
Susan and Stephen Snyder 
Louise and J.B. Sobing 
Mike and Karyn Sobing 
Hal Spiezio 
Ric Staude 
Julie and Robert Stokes 
The Chronicle 
Turning Point Dairy 
Diana and John Waite 
Dr. Paul K. Walker 
Caroline Welling and  
 David McGuire 
Alan Wheelock 
Jeff and Cathy Wilde 
D. Alan Wrigley and  
 Christine Kopec 
Brian Zweig 

Friends
Anonymous (4) 
Bill Badgley 
Michael Baratto 
Nancy Battis 
Roger Bearden 
Pamela Bentien 
Blue Mountain Environmental  
 Consulting, LLC 
Ronald Bouplon 
Gillian Brown 
Ben Brownell 
Mike Brownell 
Miss Patricia Campbell 
Brandon Carey 

Phyllis and Pat Cavanagh 
Mary Jane Connor 
Carrie Croft 
Steve and Arlene Davie 
David Deshane 
Deborah Esrick 
Anne Finch and Robert Fakundiny 
Cyndy and John Golde 
James Greeley 
Greg Guido 
Sophia Healy 
Donald and Carolyn Henry 
Bill Hyde 
Eileen Jackson 
David Kwasniak 
David Kwasniak, Jr. 
Thomas Larson 
Florence Leon 
Kim and Catherine Littell 
Alyssa McClenning 
Frank Musso 
Phil Nicholas 
Mark Parfitt 
Rick Percoco 
Miriam W. Peters 
William Pichet 
Brittany Pine 
Mara Ptacek 
Marjorie and Joseph Robertson 
Michael Ryan 
Anne Savage 
Timothy Scherbatskoy 
John and Kitty Sconzo 
Ashley and Susan Seward 
Harry Sheldon 
Howard Smith 
Sodada, Inc 
Steve Stearns and Sarah Hoffman 
Peter and Susan Stover 
The Bunker Hill Inn 
Tiashoke Farms 
David and Ann Townsend 
Mary Ward 
Marilyn Zaborek

In Memory of 
Katherine R. Bowe 
 Evan Lawrence
Jamie Cherington 
 Kerri Culhane and Jason Black
Kathy Piccolo 
 Mary Ellen Williams
Jeffrey C. Sharts 
 Agamora Farm a division  
 of Beech Hill Farms

In Honor of
The Alleged Farm 
 Roger Bearden
 Anne Savage
Susanne Pamela Booth 
 Paula Sawyer
Ashley Bridge and Luke Goldreier 
 Carol Serotta
Zachery and John Hand 
 Nancy and David Higby
Ralph Lee
 Wilson Compton
Pat Yrastorza 
 Jeannine Laverty

In Kind Services
Corrina Aldrich
IDEARS 
Jon Katz 
Catherine Littell 
Max London’s
Cliff Mealey
Glenn Nesbitt
Lawrence White 

Matching Donations
El Paso Energy 
The McGraw Hill Companies

Volunteers
Mary Dee and Clem Crowe
Cathy Firman
ML Healy
John Homkey
Judith Kleinberg and Ivan Kazen                                                    
Laurie LaFond
Ed and Millie Lawrence
Florence Leon
Kim and Catherine Littell                                                                   
Becky Malloy
Leah McCloskey                                                                                    
Lorraine Merghart-Ballard                                                                
Annie Miller
Cindy Parillo                                                                                            
John and Peg Underwood                                                                
Frank and Terry Ziehm                                                                       
Jessica Ziehm

*The New York State Conservation Partnership Program is administered by the Land Trust Alliancepg10 ASA SPRING ’10 pg11 ASA SPRING ’10



Father’s Day 
Sunday, June 20th 
ASA’s 20th Anniversary 
Barbecue, Beer and  
Bands Celebration
4 to 8 p.m.  
Washington County Fairground
Tickets go on sale in May

You won’t want to miss the lineup of great 
music, delicious barbecue, and locally brewed 
beer at our 20th anniversary celebration. There 
will be plenty of fun for fathers and families 
alike with the Ternrounders and the Hill Hol-
low Band performing swinging roots Ameri-
cana and bluegrass music. Come and help us 
mark this milestone of conservation success! 

Sunday, August 22nd

Tour de Farm: Saratoga  
Battlefield Landscapes
First ride begins at 9 a.m. 
Hand Melon Farm pick your own,  
533 Wilbur Ave. Easton

Saturday, October 9th

Landscapes for Landsake,  
9th Annual Art Exhibition
Opening reception from 3 to 6 p.m.  
October 10th & 11th, 12 to 4 p.m.
Maple Ridge, 172 State Route 372, Coila

For additional information on 
these great events and more, go 
to pages 8-9

Save the date:

Agricultural Stewardship Association

visit  us online
agstewardship.org

follow 
us on 
facebook

14 Main Street, Suite 100 
Greenwich, NY 12834
ph: 518-692-7285 
fx: 518-692-7720 
asa@agstewardship.org 
www.agstewardship.org
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